Inspection of Cullompton Pre-School
Brook Road, Cullompton, Devon EX15 1DS

Inspection date:

19 November 2019

Overall effectiveness

Outstanding

The quality of education

Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes

Outstanding

Personal development

Outstanding

Leadership and management

Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Outstanding

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding
Children flourish in the exceptionally warm and nurturing environment. Staff
welcome every child individually, which gives children and their families an
extremely positive sense of belonging. As a result, children are very happy and
secure. They settle very quickly and form strong and secure bonds with staff. This
supports their emotional well-being extremely successfully. Staff have exceptionally
high expectations of the children. They plan a broad and challenging curriculum to
ensure that every child makes excellent progress from their starting points.
Children enthusiastically engage in a superb and extensive range of learning
experiences and activities, which are expertly adapted to meet the needs of all
children effectively.
Staff use highly effective methods to support children to manage their behaviour
for themselves. Consequently, children's behaviour is excellent. They learn to share
resources, listen to others and develop an exceptionally deep understanding of
their feelings and how their behaviour can affect others.
Children's understanding of health and safety is highly developed. They learn to
use real tools such as saws and hammers skilfully and safely, as they develop
excellent physical and teamworking skills in the exciting outdoor environment. This,
and the way that the staff praise children for their achievements, supports children
to become highly confident and to excel.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n The manager and staff have an inspiring commitment to provide the highest
possible quality of care and learning for children. The manager is an inspirational
leader. She is an excellent role model and has a high drive for improvement. She
monitors staff's performance closely to maintain extremely high standards and
provides regular opportunities for staff to discuss their teaching and practice.
This highly effective reflection helps to ensure excellent outcomes for children.
n Staff skilfully and superbly interact with children to build on their excellent
communication and language skills. For example, they engage in lively
conversation as they draw pictures and practise writing for a purpose to make
postcards. Children focus and concentrate extremely well and talk about larger
numbers as they address the cards to send home. Staff inspire and engage
children effectively as they extend their learning further, using additional
resources and pictures to learn about their community.
n Partnerships with parents are extremely strong. The manager and staff very
successfully communicate with parents to involve them in their children's
learning and provide a range of support and ideas to further extend children's
learning at home. As a result, parents feel highly valued and have nothing but
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praise for the manager and staff, and the high quality of the provision.
n The manager and staff use their extensive knowledge of how children learn to
make accurate and precise assessments of their development. They provide
exceptionally well-tailored support to ensure every child makes the best possible
progress. Children thoroughly enjoy and enthusiastically engage with staff
during circle time or during 'nurturing group' activities. They develop exceptional
confidence and become self-assured learners. For example, children choose and
dress in costumes as they perform on stage, singing and dancing to favourite
songs. Children are exceptionally accepting of one another's differences. They
encourage each other to take part in activities and join together in celebrating
their achievements.
n Children cooperate extremely well with one another as they mix potions and fill
bottles, using their senses to explore smells and textures. Children have an
excellent understanding of how to behave, are extremely kind and caring
towards one another and play exceptionally well together.
n Children develop superb independence skills as they peel the skin from bananas,
take lids off yoghurt pots and use the bathroom independently. They
communicate extremely well with one another and are very well prepared for
school.
n The special educational needs coordinator is committed and passionate to
ensuring that children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND)
receive the very best possible support at the earliest opportunity. She works
extremely closely with the manager, staff and external agencies to implement
accurate and effective plans. Highly effective monitoring systems and regular
meetings with staff to discuss children and inclusion support help to close any
gaps in children's learning rapidly.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
The manager and staff ensure that they give children's safety the highest priority.
They have an in-depth knowledge and understanding of child protection issues and
know how to identify and refer concerns about children's welfare. They can
recognise the signs or symptoms which may be a cause for concern, including
wider safeguarding issues. Safeguarding is always on the agenda at meetings to
ensure that staff keep their knowledge up to date. There are thorough procedures
in place for staff recruitment and the manager is meticulous in ensuring staff's
ongoing suitability.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

105848

Local authority

Devon

Inspection number

10126059

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children

2 to 4

Total number of places

36

Number of children on roll

68

Name of registered person

Cullompton Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique
reference number

RP910498

Telephone number

01884 35018

Date of previous inspection

11 November 2015

Information about this early years setting
Cullompton Pre-School registered in 1971. It is situated close to Cullompton
Community College, Cullumpton, Devon. The pre-school is open between 9.10am
and 3.10pm on weekdays during term time. There are 11 members of staff who
work directly with the children, and there are also two office staff, a housekeeper
and two cleaners. Most staff members working directly with the children hold early
years qualifications at level 3. The manager is an early years teacher.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Michelle Heimsoth
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Inspection activities
n A tour of the pre-school was completed by the inspector and manager and they
discussed how the curriculum is implemented.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching and the impact this has on
children's learning.
n A joint observation was completed by the inspector and manager and they had a
follow-up discussion about the quality of staff's teaching.
n The inspector spoke to parents, children and staff at appropriate times
throughout the inspection.
n A sample of documentation was reviewed, including records relating to staff
suitability and children's progress.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2019
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